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Exciting Happenings in Disquieting Times
Much credit must go to all of 

you who have continued to 
demonstrate such strong faith 

in the mission and future of the Hessel 
School House and Avery Arts & Nature 
Learning Center.  When we wrote our 
annual ASK letter last October, although 
it was of vital importance we felt quite 
uncomfortable doing so, knowing how 
disconcerted everyone had to be feeling.  
The last thing anyone needed was pressure 
to reach into his or her pocket.  

We will not deny that COVID has 
effected a change for HSH/ALC in 
dictating different priorities and roles, but 
we are now able to see how much good 
has come out of it. This issue is devoted 
to the deep values that represent this 
community, and how the School House 
and The Learning Center facilitate them, 
but primarily to how your remarkable 
response has served as the inspiration.

THE LES CHENEAUX 
STORYBOOK TRAIL

This is a prime example of how our 
priorities have changed for the time 
being. For several years we talked about 
creating a Storybook Trail for families to 
enjoy year-round, but it was kept on the 
back burner as we developed and sought 
funding for new programs for ALC.    

The restrictions caused by COVID-19 
prompted our looking at more ways to 
increase outdoor activities, and thus The 
Storybook Trail soon moved to the front 
burner.  The concept is not only intriguing 
and enchanting, it serves as another 
strong attraction in Les Cheneaux for 
all ages and as a meaningful connection 
to the uniqueness of the Great Lakes, its 
natural world and wealth of history.

Included here are sketches created 
by HSH administration assistant Kara 
Windsor...yes, of the multi-generation 
Windsor Family that still resides in 
Hessel.  Kara’s great aunt, Miss 
Grace Windsor, was one of the highly 
regarded teachers at Hessel School 
(see pg. 8).  At the time Kara drew these, 
there was thought of including the Les 
Cheneaux Community Library in the 
name. To save confusion because it is 
not on the Library’s site, the idea was 
withdrawn but the Library participates in 
proposing and carrying the titles.   

Lynelle and Luke Jaroche, whose 
dedication to the children of the 
community is well known, are providing 
a major portion of the funding.  They 
had been the sponsors of the Halloween 
Carnival in 2019, but last October’s had to 
be cancelled.

Kara Windsor, with the help of HSH 
Administrator, Kerri Smith, has mapped 
out the serpentine trail in the wooded area 
adjoining the driveway.  Donating time, 
labor, and materials, Tim Dewick has 
felled four cedars in his woods for him 
and Dan Reelitz to mill and construct 
18 stations to implement the Trail.   
Each station will be set to the height of a 
5- to 8-year old, and feature one to two 
laminated pages, in sequence, from a 
storybook with appeal for all ages.  

The Trail will end at a small, 
canopied, outdoor classroom with a 
picnic table as an amenity.  Several of 
Dan’s signature benches will offer rest 
along the way. 

It is planned that the opening of the 
Trail will be celebrated Memorial Day 
Weekend, followed by the Aldo Leopold 
Festival. The first book to be featured 
will be The Tale of The Lady’s Slipper 
by Kathy-jo Wargin.  Titles will change 
every two weeks through the summer, 
then every month in the off seasons.

The Legend of the Lady’s Slippers  
by Kathy-jo Wargin
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Continued from previous page...

Joe Haske 
has served as 
Director of the 
ALC Writers 
Program since 
its inception 
in 2018. Like 
some others we 
know (!!!), he 
dreams BIG.  
The ultimate 
dream is a year-

round program that includes week-long 
retreats to appeal to adventuresome 
writers, near and far, who find the 
intimacy of nature to be the perfect 
stimulus for creativity. 

As most of you know, Joe’s Les 
Cheneaux family goes back at least 
five generations.  He was born in Sault 
Ste. Marie, grew up in Cedarville, and 
graduated with a BA in English from 
Lake Superior State University. 

His background is detailed in Chalk 
Talk’s Volume 2. He is a writer, critic, 
and scholar who teaches literature, 
creative writing and other courses at 
South Texas College in McAllen, Texas. 
He edits various literary venues, and 
his poetry and fiction are featured 
in numerous anthologies as well as 
French, Romanian, and Canadian 
publications.  

Joe received the 2011 Boulevard 
Emerging Writers Award, and in 2013 
published his first novel, North Dixie 
Highway.  Rated 5-stars by Amazon.com  
and Goodreads.com, here are excerpts 
from multiple readers’ reviews: 

“Haske is a modern master. A family 
saga of working class and honor, Haske 
here places himself amongst the great 
contemporary writers of our time. He is 
truly one of the finest writers alive. I will 
give an in depth review of this modern 
classic in a short period. Check it out. 
You will not regret it.  
 —posted by John Molina • 5-23-17

“I picked this up because I knew that 
the eastern UP was one of the settings. I 
grew up there and love reading about it. 
Sometimes authors use the area as a setting 
but get all the details wrong like paying the 
toll on your way north across the bridge. I 
put a book down after reading that. Not so 
with this book. The sense of place and the 
portrayal of life there was spot on. I really 
enjoyed the story and the writing.”  
 —posted by Sarah • 4-17-14
“Thumbs up! Way up! North Dixie 
Highway is a stellar read. The characters 
are finely developed. Haske's sections 
shift between generations, interweaving 
the lives and personal stories of the 
characters throughout. The book's 
vernacular is hardcore and spot on. This 
prose is gritty, poetic, and resonant with a 
rawness.  An engaging read and, on many 
levels, a surprising conclusion.” 
 —posted by Calvin Haul • 1-18-17

The first two workshops Joe conducted 
(in 2018 and 2019), were 3-day.  This 
year he is offering a more in depth, 
5-day interactive workshop geared 
to developing a novel or collection of 
stories. Monday and Tuesday will 
be class days, Wednesday will be “a 
writing day” to develop a project or 
do revisions on one’s own.  Class will 
resume on Thursday.  Following the 
final session on Friday, a celebration 
will be held to honor Joe and the 
students, with their families and friends 
attending as guests.  

Because of Joe’s belief in the 
exciting potential of the HSH/ALC 
Writers Program to attract published 
and non-published writers from all 
over, he is flying from Mission, Texas, 
specifically to initiate this as a model 
for significant week-long retreats in the 
future.  

To ensure an affordable fee for 
participants, a grant will be covering 
Joe’s time and travel costs. Class 
size will be limited to 10.  The fee 
will be $325 (lunch included), payable 
at time of registration, but non-
refundable if cancelled within 7-days 
of the event. Call 906.484.1333.   

Visit www.hesselschoolhouse.net 
for a detailed outline of the program.

The Development of a Novel  
with Joe Haske

Monday, July 19 thru Friday, July 23 

5-STAR WRITERS & ARTISTS PROGRAMS

Joe Haske  
participating in an 
Author Reading at AWP 
Writers Conference.
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5-STAR WRITERS & ARTISTS PROGRAMS

It has only been nine months since writer 
Angeline Boulley, a member of the 
Sault Chippewa Indian Tribe and native 
of Sugar Island, held a 4-hour interactive 
workshop at HSH/ALC, describing the 
steps she had taken over ten years to make 
her dream of producing a young adult 
novel for the national market a reality. 
She had just signed a contract, rumored 
at 7-figures, with Macmillan, with the 

official publishing date for Firekeeper’s Daughter set for 
March 14th of this year. 
With the release of the book, it immediately received extensive 
national publicity, with Angeline making multiple virtual 
appearances on national TV, including Good Morning America, 
and it became a #1 New York Times Best Seller.  Rated 5-stars 
by Amazon, here are two excerpts from hundreds of customer 
rave reviews:

“I’m just floored!   This is the first time I have ever read a 
present-day story in a place familiar to me, with characters so 
familiar they might be real, and with the constant companion 
of the familiar sound of my heritage language. It is a delightful 
feeling that is hard to describe. Plus, as with the best of 
mysteries - I laughed out loud, I cried, and I stayed up too late 
wanting to know whodunnit. I also swelled with pride and hope 
at the sharing of Anishinaabe culture. The Seven Grandfather 
Teachings, the sacred fire following death, the profound 
connections to place, ceremony, the love for our Elders and our 
future generations, and so much more. Boulley took the best 
parts and the worst parts of how we live and know ourselves and 
somehow wove that into a tight braid of our total experience. 
The beautiful things and the terrible things.” 
 —posted by Stacey Kay Sheldon • 3-19-21

“Firekeeper's daughter is what I'd call a fierce debut.  I want 
to applaud the author for incorporating beautifully nuanced 
traditions of the community into the plot which along with the 
fully fleshed up characters gives the wholesome experience 
while reading this book. No wonder it is going on to become a 
screen adaptation because it would be just perfect.”  
 —posted by “Sowmya” • 4-21-21 

Angeline, now serving on the recently formed Hessel School 
House/Avery Arts & Nature Advisory Board, was a member 
of our Board of Directors the previous two years.  Her burst 
of fame has not diminished her caring for HSH/ALC and its 
mission. Thus, we are deeply appreciative of her willingness 
to take time out from her head-spinning schedule, and even 
more grateful for her generosity in donating a major portion 
of her normal booking fee.     

Visit www.hesselschoolhouse.net for a detailed outline of the 
program. Class size limited to 25.  Fee: $135 (lunch included), 
payable at time of registration.  Non-refundable if cancelled 
within 7-days of workshop.  Call 906.484.1333.

The Art, Craft, & Business of Writing  
with Angeline Boulley

Thursday, July 15  
11:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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5-STAR WRITERS & ARTISTS PROGRAMS

The Les 
Cheneaux 
Arts 
Council is 
sponsoring 
the 
return of 
national 
award-

winning watercolorist Sandy Meyer 
of Coopersville, Michigan, who had to 
cancel last summer’s month-long HSH 
gallery exhibit and 2-day class, due to the 
pandemic.  Sandy has announced that 
she is retiring from teaching and that 
this will be her last class.  This saddens 
us but at the same time the Council 
and we feel quite honored.  
Sandy’s remarkably intricate works 
are in numerous private collections 
and museums across the country.  
To quote Kelly M. Gross, director 
of The David Strawn Art Gallery in 
Jacksonville, Illinois, “In my opinion, 
Meyer is the best watercolorist I have 
ever had the privilege of hanging at the 
Gallery.” 
In Sandy’s words, “Light has always 
been the trigger to inspiration for me. 
In recent years this has gone deeper into 
how light causes colors to change.” She 
began keeping a journal on color, jotting 
down any information she could find from 
such disparate sources as Kandinsky, 

Rothko, Matisse, Hans Hoffman, Joseph 
Raffael, Wolf Kahn, and Josef Albers. “I 
couldn’t get enough of it. I studied the 
psychology of color, the optical effect of 
color—and it continues to this day. I am 
on my third journal now; all packed with 
notes, quotes, pictures, and sketches in 
marker, watercolor, or crayon.”
Sandy says she needs to feel attached 
to a place and to the land before she 
can invest emotional content in her 
work.  We first met Sandy while her 
son was attending the Great Lakes 
Boat Building School in 2012.  She 
had fallen in love with the dynamic 
rock- and waterscapes here, and 

quickly was capturing the magic of the 
interweaving of light and reflection 
in her painting to compliment muted 
colors. 
For the month of August, the Les 
Cheneaux Arts Council is featuring her 
work in the HSH auditorium gallery. 
The focus will be on Realism. The 
first day, Sandy will present difficult 
challenges to paint such as capturing a 
still image of moving water, liquids in a 
clear glass, and working with watercolor 
on unusual surfaces. On the second day, 
she will include a small study of fruit and 
the creation of a mini mural on a small 
piece of wallboard. 
Visit www.hesselschoolhouse.net for a 
detailed outline of the program and 
supplies needed. Class size limited 
to 14.  Fee: $200  - payable at time of 
registration.  Non-refundable if cancelled 
within 7-days of workshop.  Call 
906.484.1333.

Watercolor Challenges  
with Sandy Meyer

Tues. August 3 & Wed. August 4  
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Rocks & Ripples by Sandy Meyer

Broken by Sandy Meyer
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... and here is more!
As many programs had to be put on hold throughout this past year, there were times when the School House 

had the fun of returning to its original purpose of 80-some years ago, of course tempered by 21st century 
nuances.  

One of the positive aspects that resulted from COVID restrictions....summer residents, who normally 
would have had to return home before Labor Day to enter their children in school, were able to stay much 
longer thanks to Hessel School House being equipped with high-speed internet.  Grade school through 
college students took advantage of using the East Classroom for virtual learning.  They LOVED using the 
slate blackboard, envisioning what it was like back in time.  The comfortable, quiet setting helped to make it a 
pleasant and productive experience that they will long remember.

Fiber artist Diane Keighley was able to continue 
her incredibly popular Eco-printing Silk Scarves classes, 

introducing additional natural dyes to produce gorgeous results 
in blues and purples, pinks and reds.

Artisan Tom Harrison, known by ardent collectors for his 
handsome, hand-carved duck decoys, has introduced a series of 
Water Fowl and Shorebird Wood Carving workshops.  He 

provides all the materials needed to produce a bird of choice as 
a unique gift or to begin one’s own collection.

Consulting forester Terry 
Schaedig is offering a 

Mushroom Cultivation Outdoor 
Workshop on growing several 

types of mushrooms and the best 
approaches to permaculture. 
Check out his web site www.
northwindforestry.com.  He 

states, “The best education has 
been the wildlife habitat and 
forest management practices 

on my own land, working with 
other landowners as a consulting 
forester, and writing Stewardship 

Management Plans.”    
There is no fee for this 

workshop, which will be 
conducted on Terry’s property in 
the Pickford area. The program 
has been made possible by The 

Americana Foundation. 

For more information and 

registration, please visit  

Programs and Online  

Nature Programs at  

www.hesselschoolhouse.net  
or call 906.484.1333.
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of Hessel School
Memories

Editor’s note: Charlie initiated this column in the first issue of Chalk Talk in January of 2017. He and his cousin Bud Mathews have 
continued to contribute some priceless stories, and on page 8, Sandy Wilson Hoffman has added some of her fun memories. We are hopeful 
that other alums will join in with their own tales of those very special times. There definitely is a book in the making!  To view past columns, 
visit the home page of hesselschoolhouse.net.  

Events at Hessel School from 1943 to 1949
Most of us students did not even know 

a war was going on from 1941 to 1945.  
There was rationing but many of us were 
from poor families and things always 
seemed to be rationed.  After WWII was 
over and in the spring of 1946 the Board 
of Education pleased us all with the 
purchase and installation of a playground 
swing set.  Gerald Smith’s father, 
Clifford Smith and others installed it on 
the west side of the school in a partially 
open area.  

It was exciting for us who did not have 
much to do at recess or lunch hour except 
play softball.  We did have fun playing 
“scrub and one”.  Entering the play yard 
someone would yell “scrub” and he 
became the pitcher.  Two was the catcher. 
Three was first base, and so on.  You 
could bat once then you must score as 
the next hitter put the ball in play or you 
went to the end of the numbers line.

But now here was this swing set.  It 
had four swings.  At one end was a set 

of monkey bars and the other end was a 
slide.  You climbed the ladder and slid 
down the slide.  We boys soon learned 
that if you took a handful of sand up the 
ladder and tossed it down the slide you 
then could go much faster.  

Now Billy Knoy was somewhat of a 
daredevil.  The crossbar for the swings 
was probably 10 to 12 feet off the 
ground.  Knoy would tight-rope walk 
across the bar, turn and walk back again, 
balancing himself with his arms.  None 
of us would dare try it.  Billy was a 
monkey.

Recess was about 15 minutes, once in 
the morning and once in the afternoon.  
Along with the playground set came a 
merry-go-round.  We would load it up 
with passengers and then three or four 
boys would manually push it round and 
round and round as fast as we could, and 
then it would coast a long time. 

We settled on a good trick on the girls.  
At the end of recess, we were always 
required to be in our seats quickly after 
the bell rang.  When it was just about 
time for the bell to ring, we’d load all the 
girls on the merry-go-round and push it 
top speed, then head inside to our seats.  
Because the girls were afraid to jump off 
it at high speed they would have to wait 
until it coasted to a near stop, and then 
rush inside to their seats. But, of course, 
they were late and the teachers would yell 
at them.  We thought that was great fun.  It 
worked for a while until they caught on.

Charles  
“Charlie” Nye

by Charles “Charlie” Nye (1943-1949)
PART 3

Class of 1944 (L- R)  Front row: Dorothy Mongene, Loretta Mongene, Ruth Eseltine, Elenore 
Ferguson, Kathleen Andrews, Sally Lindberg, Charlie Nye, Alice Mongene, Lois Harrison, Ray 
Hansen, Gerald Smith.   Back row: John Eseltine, Charlie Salters, Margie Andrews, (unknown), Mary 
Ann McLeod, Dorothy Windsor, Jessie Burlew, Helen Lindberg, Mary Ann Andrews, Bill Walker
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Editor’s note:   Charlie noted in his 
last column, “Mrs. Dorothy Edgerly 
was a well-respected, talented teacher.  
For two years, in the middle 1940s, she 
taught K, 1st and 2nd grades, all in one 
room.  Two more years she taught 3rd, 
4th, and 5th grades, all in the other 
room.”  

At the time, 
we had 
hoped to find 
a photo of 
Mrs. Edgerly 
and possibly 
learn some 
background 
but there was 
neither time 
nor space. 
Knowing 
that she 
was related 

to the Edgerly family of Edgerly Sew 
& Vac in Sault Ste. Marie, we reached 
Ron Edgerly’s daughter, Lisa Cline, and 
she immediately responded with the 
following:

“Thanks for sending this great 
newsletter with the fantastic story 
about history to include my dad’s aunt, 
Dorothy Edgerly. My dad, Ron Edgerly 
(who started our business at Edgerly’s 
Sew and Vac in 1962) was the son of 
Homer Edgerly. Homer had a brother 
Francis Edgerly who married the teacher 
in the article, Dorothy Edgerly. Her 
maiden name was Shaw. I know she and 
her husband, my great uncle, lived on 
Gogomain Road 6 miles east of Pickford. 
They had one son, Francis Jr., who died 
a couple years ago at age 88. Dorothy 
passed away at age 52 of breast cancer. 
She had taught at Pickford Schools as 
well Hessel and possibly other schools. 
Dorothy Edgerly’s grandkids all live near 
Fayetteville, North Carolina. Also, her 
daughter-in-law (still living) lives near 
the kids in North Carolina as well. I am 
attaching a picture of Mrs. Edgerly which 
Mr. Nye will find interesting and bring 
back memories.  
 —Lisa Edgerly Cline

The Huffman family moved into the 
school district around this time and 
four or five of them started school.  At 
one recess, at about the second or third 
grade, I had a disagreement with one of 
the new Huffmans.  We of course had 
to have a fight.  We were pretty evenly 
matched and after we rolled around 
on the ground for a while, we were 
both tired and we stood up for a little 
rest.  Then here he comes after me 
again, this time he was much fresher 
and roughed me up pretty good.  Mrs. 
Edgerly the teacher, came out to the 
yard and broke it up.  As I got up and 
was dusting myself off I saw double, or 
so it seemed.  Standing there were Ron 
and Don Huffman, as identical twins 
they looked exactly alike.  Unknown to 
me, they had been tag-teaming me in 
the fight.  I mostly stayed away from 
them after that.

We boys enjoyed playing tricks 
on the girls since they were so clean 
and so darn smart.  They were better 
looking than us, too.  But we were 
always respectful, never calling them 

bad names.  We always used their 
Christian names:  Lois, Judy, Ruthie, 
Sally, Mary Sue, Kathleen, Marjory, 
Joan, Carmena, Elenore, Ann, Mary, 
Jessie, Dorothy, Nancy, Bernice, and 
Mary Ann.   

We did not tolerate any boys’ 
Christian names.  We named them 
ourselves.  Gerald Smith was 
Governor, Mike McLeod – Cud, 
Donald Eseltine – Spider,  Stanley 
Brenick – Beatle, George Andrews – 
Boy,  Maurice Carr – Punk,  Charlie 
Nye (me) – Chicken, John Eseltine 
– Ward, Andrew Mathews – Bud, 
William Walker – Willy, John Knoy – 
Billy, Elmer Lamoreaux – Fudd, Ray 
Hansen – Rubber Legs, Mike Osogwin 
– Tony; except Paul McDonald (we left 
him alone as he was smarter than us 
all).  Now these nicknames that most 
of us hated are preserved for history 
and will likely last forever.  

Mrs. Dorothy Shaw Edgerly

LtoR, center row:  
Don Huffman, Ron Huffman, Joan Andrews, Ruth Eseltine, Jim “J.O.” Huffman

Artist – Katie Eberts
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In Sandy Wilson’s (1950-55) own words...
My mom used to get very tired of me 

telling her that our school cook Mrs. 
Johnson made the best peanut butter 
cookies.  So, one afternoon she walked 
over to Hilda’s house and copied her 
recipe on the back of an envelope.  My 
mom made those cookies from this recipe 
and, of course, I told her they didn’t taste 
like Mrs. Johnson’s.

I saw this recipe a while back in Chalk 
Talk and noticed the one you printed had 
an ingredient missing.  Sorry, I don’t 
remember which one it was.  You’ll have 
to check them side by side. But I forgot 
about it and tonight while Betty Crocker 
and I are baking peanut butter cookies I 

happened to remember and thought I’d 
share this with you. 

One year Hilda handed these out as 
our treat for Halloween.  The best time 
in Hessel School was on some Friday 
afternoons when there would be leftover 
bread with oleo or peanut butter cookies, 
they would be shared with the students. 
That piece of bread never tasted so good. 

I toured the school around 4 or 5 years 
ago.  I love what has been done to the 
interior of the school.  I have so many 
happy memories from that school. When 
I used to tell people I went to a 2-room 
school through 5th grade they couldn’t 

believe it.  But then when I said there 
were 23 in my graduating class they were 
sure I was lying!!!  Miss Windsor was a 
fantastic teacher.  Probably why I became 
one, but I ended up working longer for the 
DOD/USAF. Loved teaching, though. 

I really enjoy the Chalk Talk paper, read 
it from front to back and back to front. It’s 
so nice to see that beautiful building being 
used and so well cared for.  Thanks to all 
involved, especially all the volunteers.

 

The Saga of Hilda Johnson’sThe Saga of Hilda Johnson’s
Peanut Butter CookiesPeanut Butter Cookies

Dear Sandy:
We thank YOU!  Not only does your letter make all the volunteers feel proud but 

you helped us get Hilda’s beloved recipe corrected for the archives. We took your 
suggestion and put your handwritten treasure next to our printed one to solve the 
mystery.  It turns out there was a typo that repeated baking soda when it should have 
been baking powder.  We also saw that at some point butter was substituted for Crisco.  
That can make a difference in the texture of the cookie.  Crisco creates a thicker, 
higher cookie; but butter melts faster than Crisco, so the cookie spreads out more. 

In loving memory of Hilda Johnson, we are looking forward to serving these with 
Apple Cider Punch at next October’s Children’s Halloween Carnival.  

We hope to see you at our next reunion!   
- your classmates and friends from Hessel School

Hilda Johnson’s
Peanut Butter Ice Box Cookies

2 cups sifted flour

1 tsp. baking soda

²⁄³ tsp. baking powder

¼ tsp. salt 

¾ cup Crisco 

2 eggs
¾ cup sugar

¾ cup brown sugar

½ cup plus 2 tablespoons  
peanut butter

Sift together dry ingredients. 
Combine Crisco and eggs.

Add the sugars and peanut 
butter.Blend well.

Gradually beat in dry 
ingredients. 

Shape into 2 rolls, about 2 
inches in diameter. Wrap in 
waxed paper and chill well. 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
Slice ¼ in. thick.

Bake 10 minutes

The Big Room - 1953, grades 3rd thru 5th. Front row (L-R): Murray Hansen, 
Sandy Wilson, Diane Mongene, Janie McLeod, Robbie Daniels, Ted Hawkins.  
Middle row: Joyce Leslie, Beverly Gill, Jeri Nye, Norman Gill, Mary Ellen Smith, 
Tim DeWick, Miss Windsor. Back row:  Mr. Elkins, Chuck Lindbergh, Larry 
Daniels, Sally Smith, Nancy McFadden, Leonard Gregg, Vern Lamoreaux.

Sandra Wilson Huffman
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It began in the mid to late 1940s, 
when Linda’s father, I.B. Calvin from 
Akron, Ohio, built summer cottages for 
his family at Coats Point on Marquette 
Island.  In 1952, he was instrumental 
in the founding of the Hessel Civic 
Foundation, with E. J. (Gene) Mertaugh 
as president, he as vice-president, Clark 
McFee as treasurer, Dick Church as 
secretary, and Leonard Rye as asst. 
secretary/treasurer.  They acquired the 
circa 1850s building, which currently 
houses Pickle Point.

Beginning in her mid-teens, Linda 
played a major role in contributing to 
the community’s nature-based soul, its 
strength in family, faith and work ethic, 
and brotherhood.  Throughout the late 
40s and 50s, she spent almost every 
day of her summers making a difference 
in the lives of Hessel children. Due to 
the intensity of the season, parents were 
having to work almost 24/7, so there was 
little supervision or activities to occupy 
their kids until Linda stepped in.  Daily, 
she involved them in arts and crafts at 
the community center, taught sailing 
and swimming at Hessel Beach, and 
conducted bible studies at Sunday 
School.  They remember the boat rides 
she would give them in the Sigrid, her 
family’s mahogany Belle Isle Bearcat, 
and an occasional event at Coats Point.    

Marriage took Linda to southern 
California, where her artistic talents led 
her to creating theatrical scenery.  As 
her life moved in a different direction, 
she seldom could return but she never 
lost touch with her young friends.  In 
July of 2012, alumnus Bud Mathews 
instigated a very meaningful reunion 
for her on Avery Point.  

Her son, Gordon Gilbreath, traveled 
with her from California, and her brother, 
Tim Calvin, came up from Florida.  In 
January 2020, a surprise virtual 90th 
birthday party for Linda was organized 
by Gordon to include any of her “Hessel 
kids” who could access Zoom.

Last summer, Linda donated her 
treasured large collection of art books 
to the Hessel School House.  Along with 
a plaque in her name, it is cataloged 
and stored in one of the original 
book cabinets in the West Classroom 
for everyone’s benefit and use in art 
workshops and programs. 

*Editor’s note:  For those who may not 
be familiar with Hessel’s history, Gene 
Mertaugh was the founder of E.J. Mertaugh 
Boat Works; Clark McFee and his mother, 
Nida McFadden McFee, owned the historic 
McFee’s, now known as The Islander; 
Dick Church owned Dick’s Market, which 
originally was the historic Fenlon’s 
General Store (the property now owned by 
The Culinary School); and Leonard Rye 
owned the historic Hessel Grocery (see 
Chalk Talk vol. 3, 2019).  These were the 
movers & shakers of Hessel at the time!

TO 
HONOR Linda Calvin Gilbreath
Linda Calvin never attended Hessel School, but she has 
ever remained in the hearts of many former students. 

Linda Calvin on Sigrid’s stern – 1946

Linda in Sigrid with Hessel children

Linda with Bud Mathews at 2012 Reunion

2012 Reunion: LtoR center front, brother 
Tim Calvin, Linda, son Gordon Gilbreath

1955 Adult Sunday School thank-you 
letter to Linda

9



Your Generosity Has Been Overwhelming…
....the number of you who chose to give during these disquieting times far exceeded what 
we had dared to hope or dream. Thank you from our hearts for demonstrating your belief 
in the future of the Hessel School House and Avery Arts & Nature Learning Center.

DONATIONS

Anonymous (one donor)*
Maureen Adgar
Peter and Susan Allen
Nancy Anderson
George and Gail Andrews 
Mark and Barbara Augenblick
Steve and Tami Autore
David Betts
Norman Betts
Angeline Boulley*
Sue and Jason Bowlby #
Jim and Barb Brewer
Lynn Brown*
Sandy & Carol Bryson
Nancy and George Byers
Margaret and Bill Campbell
Nora Cardinal #
Judy Cason
Susan Causley
Evans and Val Cayce
Marvin and Elaine Chard
Jessie M. Clark
E. Selden Collins
John and Barbara Collins 
Bruce and Tammy Cruickshank
Larry Daniels
Jeff and Kathy Day*
Missy DeWick #
Tim DeWick #
Sue and Ken Drenth
Carol Rye Duncan #
Patricia Duncan
Chris Dupre
Don and Bonnie Eseltine
Beth Falor
Jane French #
Mark and Teresa Furst
Joseph Goldfarb
Dr. Clinton and Barbara Groover
Dr. C. Keith and Rev. 

Mary Groty
Robert and Sheridan Haack
Judy Hamel
Brien Hanna
Martha Harding
Sandy and David Heiss*
Sandy Hoffman
Christine M. Horsburgh
Kip and Jean Horsburgh
James Huffman
Stan and Linda Jack
Delbert Jarvie
Luke and Lynelle Jaroche*
David Kausch
Jim and Diane Keighley**
Keith Kester
Marty and Bruce Kirchner
John Knoy
William S. Kurtz
Everett and Barbara Landen
Jeannette Landreville
Stephen Lauer
Ernest (Bud) and Betty Lindberg
Giles and Lana Nye Litzner
Paul and Virginia MacDonald* 
Beth Malcho
Jacqueline Mallinson
Henry and Connie Mast
Jim McDonald
Marilyn McLeod
Olivia B. McCullough
Jim and Janie McDonald
Meegan McMillan
Judy Merrill-Smith
Michael Mertaugh
Bonnie Mikkelsen*
Marianne E. Miller
John and Fawn Moeller
Frederick and Joyce Moore
Sarah and Richard Morrison
Paula Welmers & 
Fred Mulhauser

Paula and Scott Myers
Bernhard Odernheimer
Robert and Virginia Oldt
Drs. Gary and Cathleen Padden
June Patton
Paul and Robin Pendery
Cara Perkins*
Leroy J. Pieri
Joseph and Deborah Pysh
James and Melissa Rainear
Dan and Jan Reelitz
Ray Roberts
John and Linda Rockaway
Susie and Bill Rutledge
Linda and Loren Sattler
Anna K.Schirtzinger
Jo Ann Schopp
Lewis Sage and 
Katherine Shepard
Norman and Sally Smale
Kerri and Fred Smith
Richard B. and Bette J. Smith
Janice LaRue and 
Chris Soderman
Terri Tavenner
Bill and Trish Thiel
John Thompson
Walter and Betty Thompson
John and Dana Torsky
Michael and Mary 
Ann Van Lokeren
Ireta Vaught
Paula Vieau
Brad and Joy Vincent
Michelle Walk
Steve and Gina Wells
Jeff and Carol Whitehead
Neil and Lynn Williams
Paul and Pat Wilson
Rick and Sharon Wilson
Don Windsor

*gift(s) of $1,000 or more
**gift(s) of $5,000 or more
# multiple gifts

HONORARIUM GIFTS

Sue and Robert Dunn 
  In honor of Susie and 

Bill Rutledge
Gordon Gilbreath 
  In honor of his mother’s 

(Linda Calvin) 90th birthday 

BUSINESSES 

Don Wilson Insurance Agency
First National Bank of St. Ignace
Islands Insurance Center
Ostlund Pest Control EUP  
(Hal Burton)
Pickle Point

FOUNDATIONS

Lenore Follansbee 
Broughton Fund**
The Broughton Family Fund**
Deer Valley Foundation  
(Christopher Horsburgh)*
Les Cheneaux Arts Council

MATCHING GIFTS

Morgan Stanley  
 (Maureen Adgar)

SPECIAL GIFTS

Sault Naturalists  
 (see Editor’s note)

GIFTS IN KIND

Jillian Collins –  
 Solid Oak Chair  
 in memory of Charles Collins  
 and Mary Carr Collins 
David Dutcher –  
 Christmas Decor 
Linda Calvin Gilbreath –  
 Personal Collection of Art  
 Books and Supplies 
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GRANTS

EUP Regional Planning  
& Development | $2,200  
North Entry Landscaping
Les Cheneaux Arts Council   
$4,000 | Ongoing Art 
Cclasses for Avery Afternoon 
Arts Program for Youth
Les Cheneaux Community 
Foundation | $1,390  
Two Auditorium Ceiling Fans
Michigan Council for Arts & 
Cultural Affairs | $12,500  
Operational Support 
for Arts Programs 
CARES Act | $3,000 | Operations

Editor’s note: The Sault Ste. 
Marie Field Naturalists is an 
international naturalists club 
with members from both the Sault 
Ste. Marie, Ontario and Sault 
Ste. Marie, Michigan areas. They 
donated $100 with this note:  
“Our members greatly enjoy the 
events you sponsor and we look 
forward to the world re-opening 
and seeing you again.” 
 – Angela Scott-Henley, Treasurer

ONGOING BRICK & BENCH 
NAMING CAMPAIGN

4X8 BRICKS
Nancy and Steve Anderson: 
Nancy & Steve Anderson 
– Big La Salle Island
Laura Windsor 
Campbell:“GOOSE”
JoAnne Fick: In memory of 
Sheila and James Pierce
Cathy Fielitz:  LOONS 
POINT CAMPGROUND
Nancy Glendenning:  Nancy 
McFadden Glendenning  
K-5th Grade
John and Susan Hallums:  
For the men and women who 
bravely serve our country.  
Zeny Harrington:  In Memorian 
MARK L. HARRINGTON 
4-10-55 to 10-21-18

Dan Fields and Linda 
Henderson:   Dan Fields 
and Linda Henderson
Sharon Birge Henley:  Jerry & 
Earline Birge – established 1957
Marc Kester:  Maddison 
and Patrick Weaver 2020
Jane and G. Bruce Laing:  Jane 
and G. Bruce Laing and Family
Thomas Layher:  Thomas and 
Mary Laher, Wilderness Bay  
David McDaniel:  In memory 
of Homer and Mary Jane 
Wagner, Wagner House 1895  
Brian and Kathy Moss:  In 
memory of Ann J. Moss
Cleon Moss:  Ann J. McFadden 
Moss, Hessel School Student
Kate Otstot:  MISS GRACE 
WINDSOR  –  HSH TEACHER
Ray Roberts:  Ray A. Roberts, 
Kindergarten 1938
Dr. Joseph and Deborah 
Pysh:  DR. JOSEPH & 
DEBORAH PYSH
Sally and Gary St. Onge:  
BETTY & CLIFFORD SMITH
Sally and Gary St. Onge:  
LEONA LAMOREAUX 
GINGRICH
Anna K. Schirtzinger:  MARTY  
& BRUCE  KIRCHNER, 
50th Anniversary Gift
Jeff and Carol Whitehead:  
THE WHITEHEADS – 
JEFF & CAROL
Dave and Carol Murray:  The 
Murray Family – Dave & 
Carol and all our children.
Joann C. Smith:   Thomas 
“TUCK” McLeod  May 14, 
1934 to June 14, 2020 
Allen and Jan Williams  
(three bricks):   
Allen & Jan remembering 
Howard & Beth Williams
Allen & Jan Williams 
Dori & Vic Abnee
Allen & Jan Williams 
remembering A. Victor 
“Trip” Abnee

8X8 BRICKS
Jason and Sue Bowlby:  
Jason & Sue Bowlby
Tom and Marilyn Collins:  
All because two people fell 
in love. In loving memory, 
Cyril and Geraldine 

Colllins – Hessel Point 
Brian and Elizabeth DeWick:  
Caroline and Kristopher 
Franz – married here 9.21.19
Bonnie Mikkelsen and Tim 
DeWick (four bricks):   
In special memory of 
Hessel School alumnus 
JIM MERTAUGH and his 
dedication to ChrisCraft.
To honor JACOB and 
DEBORAH MAST and 
their values that are the 
essence of Les Cheneaux.
Remembering Shelley Seiberling 
Hughes and her love for Les 
Cheneaux. 1952 to 2020.  
Honoring the memory of 
LORIE CONKLIN at the 
Farmers Market 2021
Jane and Dave Dunn  
(two bricks):    
Denise Trefry - Wing to Wing 
– Oar to Oar – In our hearts 
evermore.  Your Island Friends.  
2020 Sheltering in a beautiful 
place, David Dunn Jane Dunn 
Andrew A. Dunn:  ANDY & 
DIANE DUNN FAMILY
Gardner and Yvette 
Dunn:  GARDNER 
DUNN FAMILY 2020
James R. Dunn:  JAMES 
R. DUNN FAMILY
Jacqueline Gaspar:  JACKIE 
GASPAR-MOORE - 3 
BUTTERFLIES - DONALD 
PIERCE MOORE 
Laurie Guenst:  In loving 
memory Belle Johnson Kassin 
10-14-1904 to 3-6-1989 
Mary and Jim Krzeminski:  
With love for Les Cheneaux 
– The Krzeminski Family

MEMORIAL BENCH

Sandy and David Heiss:  
(inscription pending) 
Duane Utech:  BARBARA ANN 
“BABSEE” MUGGLETON

OUR GREAT VOLUNTEERS!

Debbie Beukema, Laura 
Campbell, Nora Cardinal, 
Missy DeWick, Tim DeWick, 
Matt Dost, Carol Duncan, Jane 
Dunn, David Dutcher, Selma 
Edsinga, Lisa and Shawn 
Fitzgerald, Jane French, Paul 
Gingras, Judy Hamel, John 

Hessel, Fred Hofnagle, Dave 
and Reyne Honkavaara, Jim 
and Diane Keighley, Margy 
Long, Beth Malcho, June 
Maurer, Jennifer Miller, Pauline 
Mitchell, Bette Nye, Carol 
Nye, Robin Pendery, Dan and 
Jan Reelitz, Susie Rutledge, 
Michelle Sheckler, Marty 
Sherlund, Kerri Smith, Linda 
Sudol, Lorie Thompson, Keven 
Turk, Pat Wilson, Kara Windsor

2021 OPERATIONS SUPPORT 

Your continued support is 
vital toward maintaining this 
exceptional historic landmark.  We 
continually seek grants through all 
appropriate resources, but many 
foundations choose not to support 
operations and maintenance.  
This is challenging because how 
can we maintain the programs 
without proper administration?   
Thus, we must continually reach 
out to you to fund the basic 
costs of managing the facility 
and developing our programs to 
benefit the community at large. 
ONGOING ENGRAVED 
BRICK CAMPAIGN 
is something fun but very 
meaningful and timeless!  The 
proceeds are used toward 
upgrading the landscaping 
and prospective gardens. The 
bricks are featured in areas 
such as the north entry patio, a 
small picnic patio nearby, and 
brick walkways throughout 
the grounds and gardens. 
The bricks are available in 
two sizes at $100 (4x8) and 
$250 (8x8). You can note on 
the enclosed envelope if you 
wish to purchase a brick or 
call the office at 906-484-
1333 for more information. 

Wish List
1.  native pollinator garden 

and waterscape featuring 
Andy Sacksteder’s 
sculptures of three former 
students (est. $15,000).

2.  custom-built corner 
bookcase/storage 
cabinet in reception 
area (up to $2,000)

3.  fencing for propane tank

4.  window blinds 
for office area
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HESSEL SCHOOL HOUSE ADVISORY BOARD
Here again, the COVID crisis revealed another need...an Advisory Board to broaden our access to knowledge, expertise, networking, 

creativity, and new ideas through persons who represent a broad range of experience that would benefit HSH/ALC and the Eastern Upper 
Peninsula through appropriate ties.

We were thrilled when the following individuals accepted the Executive Board’s invitation in February, and we look forward to thanking 
them via a fun, casual get-together when get-togethers are back in fashion!!
Angeline Boulley, National best-
selling author, former director-
US Office Indian Education

John Causley, Elder of Sault Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians; Hessel School alumnus

Selden Collin, Soils and land 
conservationist; shepherdess  

Lisa Dunn, Theatrical arts: teacher, actor, 
singer, producer/director, set designer 

Kieran Fleming, Executive Director 
- Little Traverse Conservancy 

Anne Fleming, Director 
of Communications - Little 
Traverse Conservancy

Jane French, Les Cheneaux 
Community Library - manager

Clyde Hart, Master of Fine Arts  
- painter and fine finish carpenter 

Joe Haske, Director ALC Writers Program  
- award-winning literary fiction writer

Carol Hubbard, Les Cheneaux 
Arts Council, artist, retired 
elementary school teacher

Jean Jones, Alberta House 
Sault Area Arts Council 

Wesley Maurer, Publisher - St. Ignace 
News and Mackinac Town Crier

Carl TerHaar, Northern Michigan 
landscape photographer, retired 
Conservation Officer 

Betsy Turf, Great Waters Center for 
Lifelong Learning, retired epidemiologist 

Pasqua Warstler, Multi-media 
artist; retired executive director 
-  Bonifas Arts Center

Moira (Pat) Wilson, Author, 
historian, botanist, mycologist, 
fiber and multi-media artist. 

HESSEL SCHOOL HOUSE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Susie Nye Rutledge  
President
Linda Sudol  
Vice President
Diane Keighley  
Treasurer
Bonnie S. Mickelson  
Secretary
Laura Windsor Campbell
Melissa DeWick
Carol Rye Duncan
Jane French
John Hessel
Dan Reelitz
Zach Schroeder

STAFF
Kerri Smith  
Director of Administration
Kara Windsor  
Programs & Administrative 
Assistant
Tarji Rodriguez 
Grant Writer

HESSEL SCHOOL HOUSE 
P.O. Box 25 
Hessel, MI 49745 
www.hesselschoolhouse.org
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The Hessel School House Corporation supports the Avery Arts and Nature Learning 
Center as the centerpiece of the Les Cheneaux Islands community for the purpose of 

ensuring the continued vitality and prosperity of the area and its residents. 
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